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As you can see, we have two fun-packed terms ahead of us, and we very much look forward to
working with you and your children as the summer approaches.
Thanks, as ever, for your continued support,
Mrs Dowling (Phase Leader) and Oysters Staff

We hope you have had a fantastic Easter Break and that you are well rested in
readiness for the new term!

Communication call-out!

World Autism Week:

Calling all Parents and Carers! Following feedback about communication between school and
home, we have made many improvements and are now able to offer the following (in addition
to Annual Reviews and Parent Consultations): Interim EHCP meetings, Class Dojo story,
Newsletters, Term Times, and the detailed daily overview of your child’s day in the contact
booklets.

Thank you to all the Parents and Carers who attended the Autism Workshops run by our
Educational Psychologist, Jeanette Slater, and our Speech and Language Therapist, Suzie
Wells. They were a great success, and we hope they have been helpful and inspiring in
supporting your child at home.
We also did our bit to improve awareness of Autism throughout our
school community by planning and sharing a series of lessons that were
taught across the mainstream school within PSHE, and holding a wholeschool assembly celebrating the diversity, challenges and
accomplishments of our Oysters children.

Contact Books
As we are constantly trying to improve the dialogue between home and school, we invite you to
use the contact books to share any information from home that you think could impact on your
child’s school day. Please do not hesitate to mention anything out of the ordinary: a
difference to the usual routine; something exciting, such as a special event; dentist or doctor
appointments (in or after school); or anything that may affect behaviour, such as a change in
diet, new club, new bedroom, etc.
These contact books are the primary means of communication, and we ensure that we read
your comments daily. This really helps us - and your children - since we are dealing with seven
year groups across the provision and, due to inclusion and the
intervention group method we use for learning, your child may be in
contact with a number of different staff; this ensures they can be
prepared to give your child all the help and support they need that
day.
Due to the challenge at transition times, we are unavailable for face
-to-face communication with parents (unless an appointment has
been made in advance). During drop off time, which can be a
stressful transition for some of our children, we also have the
added pressure of taxis arriving and departing; however, these are
not intended to be barriers to dialogue, so we would ask that, if you
would like to speak to someone in person, you note it in the contact
book and we will contact you later in the school day.
Using the contact books allows the information to be shared, prevents any risk of verbal
messages being misinterpreted, or not reaching the appropriate person and, importantly,
allows us to fulfil our primary role of looking after the children at this time and supporting
them to manage their anxieties and expectations.
There will be times when the immediate need of the children may, unpredictably, overtake our
ability to phone home but, generally, we have the following availability, should you request a
call in the contact book:
- Mrs Charters is available for phone calls home between 9 and
11.30
- Group room leaders are available for phone calls home
between 3pm and 4pm Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays
- Mrs Dowling is available for phone calls home throughout the
school day, if requested via the contact book, or can be
contacted via the school’s main office, if available.
We really appreciate your help with this: it will enable us to make drop-off times smoother
and less stressful for the children, as well as allowing you to effectively communicate key
information with us.

Bikeability:
Five of our children went out on the road and achieved the Level 1
Bikeability Award!
This is an incredibly useful Life Skill and one which, in today’s
increasingly electronics-based world, not all children have the
opportunity to experience – or, indeed, conquer! Congratulations!

Year 5 Residential:
Two of our children went with Year 5 to Grosvenor Hall in Ashford on the annual
residential trip. Not only did they face some of their fears (such as climbing and abseiling)
– and succeed! – but both children felt confident and supported enough to spend their first
nights away from home with their peers. Much fun was had by all, and we are very proud of
them for their independence, resilience and bravery.
Y6 SATs:
Yes, it’s that time of year again! Our Year 6 cohort will once again be joining their peers in
taking the SATs this year. Skills will have been taught during lessons and there is no need
for any extra work to take place at home or at school; however, all tests cause disruption
to the usual routine and can be stressful, however much we support children, so we would
just like to advise you of the dates so that you can help us in preparing your children for
what is to come:

Integration:
Integration will continue to be a strong focus, enabling your children to gain valuable social
skills and socialise with their chronological peers.

